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Abstract
Customer concentration can represent durable strategic value or fragile dependence. A headline
percentage cannot distinguish those outcomes because revenue durability also depends on contract
rights, renewal behaviour, customer profitability, adoption, switching cost, relationship depth,
counterparty credit, backlog quality and the ability to transfer account ownership through a sale. This
paper develops an evidence-controlled framework for underwriting customer concentration before a
transaction. It connects customer identity and revenue reconciliation to concentration curves, trends,
revenue quality, contribution margins, contract strength, termination paths, renewals, cohorts,
retention, stakeholder coverage, account transfer, reciprocal dependence, adoption, delivered value,
pricing power, replacement capacity, market structure, credit, working capital, backlog,
change-of-control, communications, reference calls, forecasting, loss severity, correlated risk,
valuation, mitigation and deal protections. Five figures, five tables, eight frequently asked questions
and twenty-six primary or authoritative references support company-specific review. The framework
does not determine customer retention, transaction value, legal rights, accounting treatment, credit
outcome or sale suitability and does not replace authorised legal, accounting, tax, valuation,
regulatory or investment advice.

JEL Classification: G34, G32, M41, L14, D22

Keywords: customer concentration, retention, revenue quality, contract strength, customer cohorts,
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1. Define the underwriting question
Separate the size of customer concentration from the durability, profitability and transferability of
the underlying revenue.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
customer-concentration thesis.

The principal failure occurs when a concentration percentage is treated as a complete risk
conclusion. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for define the underwriting question should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

2. Set the customer perimeter
Reconcile legal entities, brands, buying centres, affiliates, channels and end customers into one
consistent customer view.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a customer
identity map.

The principal failure occurs when one economic customer appears as several accounts or several
independent customers are combined. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue
durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty
credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer
behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set the customer perimeter should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

3. Reconcile revenue to contracts
Trace recognised revenue to signed contracts, orders, usage, milestones, invoices, credits and cash
receipts.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
revenue-to-contract bridge.

The principal failure occurs when management reports cannot be reproduced from contractual and
accounting records. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin,
cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction
value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for reconcile revenue to contracts should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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4. Build the concentration curve
Measure top-one, top-three, top-five and top-ten shares across revenue, gross profit, receivables,
backlog and cash.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
multidimensional concentration profile.

The principal failure occurs when one headline ratio conceals different concentrations in profit
and cash. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build the concentration curve should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

5. Analyse concentration over time
Show entry, expansion, contraction, churn and replacement across monthly, quarterly and annual
periods.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
concentration trend series.

The principal failure occurs when a year-end snapshot hides rapid deterioration or successful
diversification. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for analyse concentration over time should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

6. Segment by revenue quality
Separate recurring, contracted, usage, project, pass-through, one-off and discretionary revenue.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
revenue-quality segmentation.

The principal failure occurs when high concentration in durable contracted revenue is treated like
fragile transactional sales. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross
margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for segment by revenue quality should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

7. Measure customer profitability
Attribute direct costs, service intensity, support, working capital, concessions and risk to each
material account.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a customer
contribution bridge.

The principal failure occurs when a large low-margin customer appears more valuable than its
economic contribution. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross
margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for measure customer profitability should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

8. Assess contract strength
Review term, renewal, termination, volume, pricing, exclusivity, assignment, change-of-control
and liability clauses.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
contract-strength scorecard.
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The principal failure occurs when contract duration is mistaken for committed revenue.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for assess contract strength should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

Table 1. Contract-strength screen

Dimension Evidence Risk

term executed agreement expiry

termination notice and cause early exit

volume binding commitment variance

change of control consent clause deal timing

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 1. Contract evidence

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

9. Test termination exposure
Model convenience, cause, non-renewal, change-of-control and volume-reduction paths with
notice and remedy periods.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
termination scenario tree.
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The principal failure occurs when the downside assumes either permanent retention or immediate
total loss. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test termination exposure should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

10. Measure renewal evidence
Analyse renewal history, early renewals, extensions, scope growth, repricing, competitive events
and approval status.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a renewal
evidence pack.

The principal failure occurs when management cites relationship longevity without renewal
outcomes. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for measure renewal evidence should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

11. Analyse cohort behaviour
Track retention, expansion, contraction, gross margin and payment by customer start cohort.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a cohort
durability matrix.

The principal failure occurs when aggregate growth masks weakening newer cohorts or
dependence on legacy accounts. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability,
gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for analyse cohort behaviour should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

12. Separate logo and revenue retention
Measure gross logo retention, gross revenue retention, net revenue retention and reactivation
consistently.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a retention
metric bridge.

The principal failure occurs when expansion from one account obscures losses across the
remaining base. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for separate logo and revenue retention should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

13. Map buying centres
Identify economic buyers, users, procurement, legal, security, finance and executive sponsors
within each major customer.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
stakeholder coverage map.

The principal failure occurs when a single personal contact is presented as an institutional
relationship. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for map buying centres should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.
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14. Test relationship depth
Evidence multi-threading, meeting cadence, issue resolution, executive access, customer
references and successor ownership.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
relationship evidence score.

The principal failure occurs when relationship claims depend on founder or salesperson assertion.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test relationship depth should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

15. Transfer account ownership
Assign successor leaders, joint meetings, account plans, renewal responsibility and escalation
authority.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an account
transfer plan.

The principal failure occurs when introductions occur without practical transfer of trust or
decision ownership. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin,
cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction
value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for transfer account ownership should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

16. Measure customer dependence on the seller
Assess integration, data, workflow, switching cost, criticality, alternatives and transition time.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a two-way
dependency assessment.

The principal failure occurs when seller dependence on the customer is analysed without
reciprocal dependence. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross
margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for measure customer dependence on the seller should state the commercial
question, measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic,
sensitivity, management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material
exceptions should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room,
sale-process narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 2. Relationship coverage

Layer Evidence Target

executive sponsor cadence two contacts

commercial renewal owner named successor

user adoption data active base

control procurement and legal mapped

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 2. Relationship depth

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

17. Validate product adoption
Use active users, workloads, utilisation, feature breadth, service levels, incidents and outcome
evidence.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
adoption evidence pack.

The principal failure occurs when contracted value is assumed durable despite weak operational
adoption. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for validate product adoption should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

18. Prove delivered value
Connect customer objectives to measurable financial, operating, regulatory or strategic outcomes.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a customer
value-realisation file.

The principal failure occurs when satisfaction language substitutes for evidence of customer
economics. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for prove delivered value should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

19. Test pricing power
Review renewals, increases, discount leakage, competitive bids, procurement pressure and
volume elasticity.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a pricing
resilience analysis.
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The principal failure occurs when historical price is forecast without evidence of future
acceptance. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test pricing power should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

20. Analyse pipeline replacement
Measure qualified pipeline, source, stage conversion, sales cycle, capacity and win probability
needed to replace a lost account.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
replacement-capacity model.

The principal failure occurs when management cites a large pipeline without testing
comparability or conversion. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross
margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for analyse pipeline replacement should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

21. Assess market concentration
Distinguish company-specific customer dependence from structurally concentrated end markets.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
market-structure benchmark.

The principal failure occurs when diversification is demanded where the addressable market itself
has few credible buyers. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross
margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for assess market concentration should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

22. Assess customer credit
Review ratings, financial condition, payment history, disputes, receivable ageing, limits and
security.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
counterparty credit schedule.

The principal failure occurs when revenue durability is evaluated without considering collection
risk. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for assess customer credit should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

23. Analyse working capital
Connect billing, milestones, acceptance, retention, disputes, deferred revenue and collections by
customer.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a customer
cash-cycle bridge.

The principal failure occurs when revenue concentration is separated from cash-conversion
exposure. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for analyse working capital should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.
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24. Test backlog quality
Classify backlog by enforceability, cancellation, funding, price adjustment, capacity, delivery risk
and margin.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a backlog
conversion schedule.

The principal failure occurs when reported backlog is treated as guaranteed future revenue.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test backlog quality should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

Table 3. Backlog quality

Class Evidence Treatment

committed funded order base case

cancelable notice right probability

capacity-bound delivery plan constraint

margin-risk cost exposure sensitivity

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 3. Backlog conversion

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.
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25. Review change of control
Identify consent, termination, repricing, assignment, security review and procurement triggers.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
change-of-control consent plan.

The principal failure occurs when the sale process creates customer rights that did not exist during
ordinary trading. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for review change of control should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

26. Plan customer communications
Sequence confidentiality, disclosure, consent, reassurance, leadership access and announcement
by account.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a customer
communication protocol.

The principal failure occurs when premature contact creates avoidable churn or leaks the
transaction. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for plan customer communications should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

27. Control reference calls
Prepare permissions, participants, questions, evidence boundaries, follow-up and equal access for
bidders.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
reference-call framework.

The principal failure occurs when unstructured buyer calls damage relationships or create
selective disclosure. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin,
cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction
value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for control reference calls should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

28. Prepare the customer data room
Organise contracts, amendments, invoices, cohorts, usage, support, renewals, credit,
correspondence and consent evidence.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a customer
diligence index.

The principal failure occurs when buyers receive documents without a reproducible analytical
index. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for prepare the customer data room should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

29. Create the retention forecast
Build customer-level base, expansion, contraction, churn, pricing, volume and timing
assumptions.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
customer-level forecast model.
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The principal failure occurs when the forecast applies one retention percentage to economically
different accounts. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin,
cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction
value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for create the retention forecast should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

30. Model loss severity
Quantify revenue, gross profit, working capital, stranded cost, remediation, replacement time and
covenant effects.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
customer-loss cash-flow model.

The principal failure occurs when revenue loss is assumed equal to enterprise-value loss without
operating adjustments. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross
margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for model loss severity should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

31. Model correlated loss
Test whether customers share sectors, budgets, technologies, geographies, channels or regulatory
drivers.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
correlation stress test.

The principal failure occurs when accounts are treated as independent despite common exposure.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for model correlated loss should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

32. Value durable concentration
Compare expected cash flows, margins, reinvestment, volatility and transferability across
evidenced scenarios.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
concentration-adjusted valuation range.

The principal failure occurs when all concentration receives a mechanical valuation discount.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for value durable concentration should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 4. Valuation scenarios

Case Customer event Model

retained renewal and growth base

contracted minimum volume floor

stressed contraction downside

lost exit and replacement severe

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.
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Figure 4. Scenario confidence

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

33. Design mitigation before launch
Prioritise renewals, multithreading, product adoption, pricing, diversification, credit and consent
actions by value and feasibility.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a pre-sale
mitigation portfolio.

The principal failure occurs when management pursues new logos while leaving major-account
fragility unresolved. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin,
cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction
value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for design mitigation before launch should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

34. Build the management narrative
Explain concentration, durability, reciprocal dependence, economics, mitigants and residual risk
with evidence.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
evidence-led concentration narrative.
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The principal failure occurs when the sale memorandum either hides the issue or overstates
safety. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build the management narrative should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

35. Prepare management questions
Align executives on customer facts, contract terms, performance, incidents, renewals,
relationships and downside actions.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a customer
Q&A book.

The principal failure occurs when inconsistent answers reduce buyer confidence in the entire
forecast. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for prepare management questions should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

36. Align deal protections
Use conditions, covenants, consent mechanics, escrow, earnout or price adjustment only where
residual exposure warrants them.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
residual-risk term map.

The principal failure occurs when broad contingent terms replace precise analysis. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for align deal protections should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

37. Run the first thirty days
Reconcile identity, contracts, revenue, profit, cash, concentration and urgent renewal or consent
items.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
thirty-day diagnostic.

The principal failure occurs when the programme starts with new sales activity before the
evidence base is reliable. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross
margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for run the first thirty days should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

38. Run days thirty-one to ninety
Execute account transfer, renewal, adoption, pricing, credit and customer-value evidence work.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
ninety-day retention sprint.

The principal failure occurs when actions are completed without measuring whether risk actually
changed. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for run days thirty-one to ninety should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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39. Run days ninety-one to one hundred eighty
Test forecasts, reference readiness, loss scenarios, management answers and buyer materials.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a 180-day
underwriting rehearsal.

The principal failure occurs when the business launches before its concentration case can survive
diligence. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for run days ninety-one to one hundred eighty should state the commercial
question, measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic,
sensitivity, management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material
exceptions should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room,
sale-process narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

40. Close through evidence gates
Require reconciled customer economics, contract rights, retention evidence, relationship depth,
stress-tested forecasts and owned residual risk.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
customer-concentration close certificate.

The principal failure occurs when sale readiness is declared from management confidence rather
than reproducible evidence. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross
margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and
transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test
whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for close through evidence gates should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 5. Underwriting gates

Gate Required evidence Decision

revenue contract reconciliation pass

retention cohort and renewal pass

relationship institutional coverage pass

valuation stress-tested cash flow pass
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Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 5. Retention underwriting

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.
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