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Abstract

Private credit has become an important source of tailored financing for mid-market companies, while
higher base rates, wider risk dispersion, covenant protections, refinancing walls and valuation
opacity have made financing assumptions central to transaction value. This paper develops an
evidence-led framework for translating debt availability and all-in financing cost into enterprise and
equity value. It reconciles the existing debt stack, current lender terms, reference rates, cash spreads,
fees, original issue discount, leverage capacity, cash conversion, coverage ratios, amortisation,
hedging, covenants, collateral and refinancing outcomes. It then builds a market-participant capital
structure and cost of debt, controls valuation circularity, tests tax shields and distress costs, and
reconciles financing effects across discounted cash flow, trading multiples and the
enterprise-to-equity bridge. Five figures, five tables, eight frequently asked questions and twenty-six
primary or authoritative references support transaction-specific review. Quantified figures are
illustrative evidence indices rather than forecasts. The framework does not determine credit approval,
legal enforceability, accounting recognition, tax treatment, recoveries or transaction value and does
not replace authorised lending, legal, accounting, tax, treasury, restructuring, valuation or investment
advice.

JEL Classification: G32, G33, G34, G12, M41
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1. Define the valuation mandate

Specify enterprise value, equity value, valuation date, currency, basis of value and financing
assumptions.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
valuation scope memorandum.

The principal failure occurs when debt pricing is inserted without matching the valuation purpose.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for define the valuation mandate should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

2. Map the current debt stack

Reconcile drawn debt, undrawn facilities, leases, guarantees, hedges, fees, maturities and ranking.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
debt-stack register.

The principal failure occurs when headline net debt conceals contingent and committed financing
obligations. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for map the current debt stack should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

3. Separate contractual and market terms

Compare existing coupons and covenants with financing available at the valuation date.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
contractual-to-market terms bridge.

The principal failure occurs when cheap legacy debt is assumed to remain available indefinitely.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for separate contractual and market terms should state the commercial
question, measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic,
sensitivity, management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material
exceptions should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room,
sale-process narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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4. Build the lender universe

Map banks, direct lenders, asset-based lenders, funds and capital-market alternatives by ticket and
risk appetite.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
lender-comparability matrix.

The principal failure occurs when one indicative quote is treated as the market. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build the lender universe should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

5. Classify the borrower credit

Assess scale, cyclicality, concentration, recurring revenue, collateral, governance and reporting
quality.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
shadow-credit assessment.

The principal failure occurs when public-company ratings are copied onto an unrated mid-market
borrower. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for classify the borrower credit should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

6. Select the reference rate

Match SOFR, SONIA, EURIBOR or another observable base rate to currency, tenor and reset
convention.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
reference-rate schedule.

The principal failure occurs when the discount rate uses a base rate inconsistent with forecast cash
flows. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for select the reference rate should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

7. Estimate the cash spread

Use comparable facilities, lender feedback and borrower risk to estimate current cash margin.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
cash-spread evidence paper.

The principal failure occurs when a generic private-credit premium replaces transaction evidence.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for estimate the cash spread should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

8. Price fees and original issue discount

Annualise arrangement fees, OID, commitment fees, monitoring fees and exit payments over
expected life.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an all-in
fee schedule.
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The principal failure occurs when coupon alone is presented as the cost of debt. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for price fees and original issue discount should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 1. All-in financing cost

reference rate observable curve reset path
cash spread lender terms debt cost
fees and OID term sheets effective yield
maturity documents refinancing case

[lustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 1. All-in cost build
FIGURE 1. ALL-IN COST BUILD
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Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

9. Convert terms into all-in yield

Combine reference rate, cash spread, fees, OID, amortisation and expected maturity.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an all-in
debt yield model.
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The principal failure occurs when nominal rates are compared without timing or fee consistency.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for convert terms into all-in yield should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

10. Quantify leverage capacity

Size debt against sustainable cash flow, collateral, debt service and covenant limits.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
leverage-capacity range.

The principal failure occurs when maximum lender appetite is treated as prudent capital structure.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for quantify leverage capacity should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

11. Normalise EBITDA

Remove unsupported add-backs, double counting, temporary savings and non-cash items that do
not convert.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
EBITDA quality bridge.

The principal failure occurs when sponsor EBITDA overstates debt service capacity. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

Chennakeshav Adya | Private Credit in the Discount Rate | 2026



The decision pack for normalise ebitda should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

12. Build cash EBITDA

Translate accounting earnings into cash available for interest, amortisation, capex, tax and
working capital.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
cash-conversion model.

The principal failure occurs when valuation assumes EBITDA equals distributable cash.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build cash ebitda should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

13. Calculate coverage ratios

Measure cash interest, total interest, fixed-charge and debt-service coverage under consistent
definitions.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
coverage-ratio dashboard.

The principal failure occurs when coverage ignores leases, PIK, capex or working-capital needs.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for calculate coverage ratios should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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14. Map amortisation and bullet risk

Schedule mandatory amortisation, cash sweeps, bullet maturities and refinancing dates.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
debt-maturity profile.

The principal failure occurs when terminal debt is rolled forward without a refinancing decision.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for map amortisation and bullet risk should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

15. Model floating-rate transmission

Translate base-rate resets and floors into cash interest through the forecast.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
rate-transmission model.

The principal failure occurs when interest expense remains static while floating rates change.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for model floating-rate transmission should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

16. Test hedging economics

Review swaps, caps, collars, counterparties, collateral, break costs and hedge maturity.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
hedge-effectiveness schedule.
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The principal failure occurs when a partial or expiring hedge is treated as permanent protection.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test hedging economics should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

Table 2. Debt service capacity

cash interest cover cash EBITDA coupon capacity
fixed-charge cover post-capex cash headroom
debt service cover cash available amortisation
liquidity runway cash plus access stress period

Hllustrative analytical design, company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 2. Debt service headroom
FIGURE 2. DEBT SERVICE HEADROOM
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Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.
17. Map the covenant package

Identify maintenance, incurrence, information, liquidity and restricted-payment tests.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a covenant
architecture map.
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The principal failure occurs when pricing analysis omits lender control rights. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for map the covenant package should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

18. Build covenant headroom

Forecast every covenant definition, test date, cure right and seasonal trough.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
covenant-headroom model.

The principal failure occurs when annual averages conceal an interim breach. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build covenant headroom should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

19. Test payment-in-kind exposure

Separate contractual PIK, borrower-elected PIK and distress-driven capitalisation.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a PIK
accretion schedule.

The principal failure occurs when PIK preserves cash while accumulated leverage disappears
from value. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test payment-in-kind exposure should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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20. Analyse liquidity facilities
Review revolving credit, delayed-draw commitments, availability tests and borrowing bases.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
liquidity-availability model.

The principal failure occurs when undrawn commitments are assumed accessible in a stress.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for analyse liquidity facilities should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

21. Assess collateral and ranking

Map security, guarantees, intercreditor terms, leakage, structural subordination and enforcement.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a priority
and recovery map.

The principal failure occurs when nominal seniority is mistaken for economic recovery.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for assess collateral and ranking should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

22. Quantify the refinancing wall

Align debt maturities with forecast earnings, capex, exits and market windows.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
refinancing calendar.
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The principal failure occurs when maturity risk enters only the terminal year. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for quantify the refinancing wall should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

23. Estimate refinancing probability

Scenario-weight lender appetite, leverage, coverage, collateral and sector conditions at maturity.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
refinancing probability tree.

The principal failure occurs when all debt is refinanced at the base case rate. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for estimate refinancing probability should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

24. Model amendment and restructuring

Price extensions, covenant resets, equity cures, PIK toggles, new money and lender economics.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
restructuring scenario.

The principal failure occurs when forbearance is treated as costless continuity. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for model amendment and restructuring should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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Table 3. Refinancing outcomes

refinance market terms new debt cost
extend amendment fees and controls
equity cure sponsor capital dilution
restructure distress recovery allocation

[llustrative analytical design, company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 3. Refinancing readiness

FIGURE 3. REFINANCING READINESS
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Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

25. Connect debt availability to capital structure

Determine the financeable mix of debt and equity at the valuation date.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
market-participant capital structure.

The principal failure occurs when target leverage is borrowed from peer averages without
executable capacity. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin,
cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction
value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for connect debt availability to capital structure should state the commercial
question, measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic,
sensitivity, management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material
exceptions should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room,
sale-process narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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26. Estimate the cost of debt

Reconcile all-in yields, default probability, recovery, tax treatment and maturity.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
cost-of-debt memorandum.

The principal failure occurs when the borrowing coupon is used as WACC debt cost without
adjustment. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for estimate the cost of debt should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

27. Build the weighted average cost of capital

Combine market-participant debt and equity costs using a consistent basis, currency and leverage
policy.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
documented WACC build.

The principal failure occurs when WACC mixes book weights, spot rates and unmatched cash
flows. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build the weighted average cost of capital should state the commercial
question, measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic,
sensitivity, management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material
exceptions should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room,
sale-process narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

28. Control valuation circularity

Iterate debt capacity, interest expense, tax shield, enterprise value and equity contribution.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
circularity-controlled model.
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The principal failure occurs when valuation assumes the financing that depends on that same
valuation. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for control valuation circularity should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

29. Test tax-shield capacity

Limit interest deductions to taxable profit, jurisdictional rules and expected debt life.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
tax-shield schedule.

The principal failure occurs when the full statutory tax shield is capitalised despite losses or
restrictions. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test tax-shield capacity should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

30. Estimate financial-distress costs

Scenario-weight lost customers, supplier tightening, management distraction, fees and constrained
investment.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
distress-cost model.

The principal failure occurs when default risk is represented only by a higher discount rate.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for estimate financial-distress costs should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

31. Bridge financing into discounted cash flow

Align cash-flow definition, financing assumptions, discount rate and terminal value.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a DCF
financing bridge.

The principal failure occurs when risk is double counted in cash flows and WACC. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for bridge financing into discounted cash flow should state the commercial
question, measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic,
sensitivity, management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material
exceptions should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room,
sale-process narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

32. Bridge financing into multiples

Adjust comparable multiples for leverage capacity, refinancing exposure and cash conversion.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
multiple-reconciliation table.

The principal failure occurs when peer enterprise values are applied without financing
comparability. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for bridge financing into multiples should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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Table 4. Valuation bridges

DCF WACC and cash flow no double count

multiples financeable leverage peer comparability
equity bridge debt-like items complete perimeter
scenarios refinancing states probability support

[llustrative analytical design, company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 4. Financing-to-value bridge
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Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

33. Bridge enterprise to equity value

Deduct debt-like items, financing fees, hedge value, accrued PIK and refinancing costs

consistently.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
enterprise-to-equity bridge.

The principal failure occurs when equity value ignores debt economics outside reported
borrowings. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for bridge enterprise to equity value should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Chennakeshav Adya | Private Credit in the Discount Rate | 2026



34. Separate market and buyer financing

Distinguish market-participant value from financing available to a specific sponsor or strategic
buyer.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
financing-synergy schedule.

The principal failure occurs when buyer-specific leverage is presented as universal enterprise
value. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for separate market and buyer financing should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

35. Design seller financing alternatives

Evaluate vendor notes, deferred consideration and earnouts where external debt constrains price.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
deferred-funding architecture.

The principal failure occurs when seller paper fills the gap without pricing security or
subordination. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for design seller financing alternatives should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

36. Run scenario analysis

Model base-rate, spread, EBITDA, working-capital, capex, covenant and refinancing
combinations.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
integrated scenario matrix.

The principal failure occurs when single-variable sensitivities miss correlated stress. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for run scenario analysis should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

37. Run reverse stress tests

Identify the rate, spread, leverage, coverage and maturity thresholds that erase equity value.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
reverse-stress dashboard.

The principal failure occurs when downside analysis stops before refinancing failure. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for run reverse stress tests should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

38. Prepare the board decision

Present value ranges, financing evidence, key sensitivities, covenant risks and mitigants.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a board
valuation paper.
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The principal failure occurs when the board receives a point value without the financing
conditions behind it. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin,
cash conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction
value; distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for prepare the board decision should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

39. Build the valuation record

Document sources, quotes, definitions, model versions, judgements, specialists and approvals.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
valuation committee file.

The principal failure occurs when the cost-of-capital bridge cannot be reproduced. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build the valuation record should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

40. Close through evidence gates

Require current lender evidence, sustainable cash flow, covenant headroom, refinancing cases and
reconciled value ranges.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
financing-adjusted valuation close certificate.

The principal failure occurs when transaction momentum overrides financing feasibility.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for close through evidence gates should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 5. Closing evidence gates

Gate Minimum evidence Owner

cash flow reconciled conversion finance
debt market current terms adviser
covenants forecast headroom treasury
value approved range board

[lustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 5. Valuation close readiness
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Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.
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