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Abstract

Many acquisition programmes begin with a list of attractive companies and acquire strategic logic as
engagement advances. That sequence allows familiarity, competitive tension and sunk effort to shape
the transaction before the board has defined what success requires. This paper develops an
evidence-led system for writing the acquisition thesis before the target list. It begins with the strategic
problem, standalone counterfactual, decision horizon and alternative routes. It then converts strategy
into measurable commercial, capability, ownership, financial, valuation, risk and execution criteria.
Each value hypothesis is paired with evidence requivements and a falsification test. The framework
distinguishes standalone value from buyer-specific synergies, dis-synergies, integration costs and risk
allowances, sets non-compensable exclusions, and establishes a resilient maximum price. It also links
the thesis to market mapping, target scoring, sourcing gates, diligence, integration, board reporting
and post-deal learning. Five figures, five tables, eight frequently asked questions and twenty-six
primary or authoritative references support transaction-specific review. Quantified figures are
illustrative evidence indices rather than forecasts. The framework does not identify a suitable target,
predict transaction outcomes, determine competition or national-security clearance, establish
accounting treatment, set fair value or replace authorised legal, regulatory, competition, tax,
accounting, valuation or investment advice.
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1. Start with the strategic problem

Define the customer, capability, portfolio or operating constraint that inorganic action may solve.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a problem
statement.

The principal failure occurs when the target list defines the strategy. Reviewers should connect
the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching
behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from
observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for start with the strategic problem should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

2. Establish the counterfactual

Model performance, investment and risk if no transaction occurs.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
standalone counterfactual.

The principal failure occurs when the status quo has no cost or uncertainty. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for establish the counterfactual should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

3. Define the value hypothesis

State exactly how ownership changes cash flow, risk, timing or strategic options.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
falsifiable value hypothesis.

The principal failure occurs when strategic fit is accepted without a causal mechanism. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for define the value hypothesis should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

4. Set the decision horizon

Identify when the capability or market position must be achieved to retain value.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
value-expiry curve.

The principal failure occurs when time has strategic importance without quantified decay.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set the decision horizon should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

5. Map alternative routes

Compare internal build, partnership, licensing, minority investment and full acquisition.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
alternative-route map.

The principal failure occurs when acquisition is the only route considered. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for map alternative routes should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

6. Define boundary conditions

Set minimum scale, geography, customer, capability and ownership constraints.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a thesis
boundary register.

The principal failure occurs when every attractive business can become relevant. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for define boundary conditions should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

7. Translate strategy into criteria

Convert strategic language into measurable inclusion, exclusion and ranking tests.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a criteria
dictionary.

The principal failure occurs when broad themes guide sourcing consistently. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for translate strategy into criteria should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

8. Separate facts from hypotheses

Record evidence, assumption, inference, uncertainty and required test for each criterion.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
evidence taxonomy.

The principal failure occurs when management conviction is treated as evidence. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for separate facts from hypotheses should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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Table 1. Criteria architecture

problem what must change counterfactual
capability what is scarce asset map
ownership why acquire control test
value what is it worth cash-flow bridge

[llustrative analytical design, company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 1. Thesis evidence maturity
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Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

9. Define the commercial engine

Map customers, need, proposition, channel, pricing, retention and unit economics.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
commercial-driver tree.

The principal failure occurs when market growth establishes target quality. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for define the commercial engine should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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10. Define the capability engine

Identify assets, people, data, technology, licences and routines that generate advantage.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
capability evidence map.

The principal failure occurs when capability follows automatically from revenue. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for define the capability engine should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

11. Define the operating model

Specify required integration, autonomy, governance and resource sharing.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
operating-model thesis.

The principal failure occurs when operating fit can wait until diligence. Reviewers should connect
the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching
behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from
observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for define the operating model should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

12. Define the ownership advantage

Explain why the buyer creates more value through ownership than contract.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
ownership test.
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The principal failure occurs when synergy establishes the need for control. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for define the ownership advantage should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

13. Set financial thresholds

Define revenue quality, margin, cash conversion, return, leverage and downside requirements.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a financial
criteria schedule.

The principal failure occurs when headline EBITDA satisfies financial fit. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set financial thresholds should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

14. Set valuation discipline

Specify standalone value, synergy value, integration cost, risk allowance and maximum price.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
walk-away value bridge.

The principal failure occurs when competition for the asset resets economic value. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set valuation discipline should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.
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15. Map synergy mechanisms

Link each revenue, cost, capital or tax synergy to actions, owners, timing and dependencies.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a synergy
causal map.

The principal failure occurs when synergy percentages are self-executing. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for map synergy mechanisms should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

16. Map dis-synergies
Price customer loss, channel conflict, talent attrition, stranded cost, separation and distraction.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
dis-synergy register.

The principal failure occurs when combination creates benefits without erosion. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for map dis-synergies should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

Table 2. Synergy discipline

revenue customer pathway displacement
cost action and owner stranded cost
capital balance-sheet release execution timing
tax authorised structure rule change

[lustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.
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Figure 2. Value bridge
FIGURE 2. VALUE BRIDGE
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Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

17. Set risk exclusions

Define regulatory, legal, conduct, cyber, data, environmental, pension and reputation red lines.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a risk
exclusion matrix.

The principal failure occurs when risk can always be priced after selection. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set risk exclusions should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

18. Set competition criteria

Assess overlap, foreclosure, potential competition, labour, data and ecosystem effects early.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
competition screen.
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The principal failure occurs when antitrust analysis begins after exclusivity. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set competition criteria should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

19. Set national-interest criteria

Map foreign investment, national security, critical infrastructure, technology and data review.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
national-interest screen.

The principal failure occurs when merger clearance is the only public-policy gate. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set national-interest criteria should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

20. Set accounting consequences

Anticipate purchase-price allocation, goodwill, deferred tax, provisions and impairment exposure.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
accounting consequence map.

The principal failure occurs when accounting follows value without influencing discipline.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for set accounting consequences should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

21. Design the market map

Build a complete universe from capabilities and evidence rather than brand familiarity.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a market
landscape.

The principal failure occurs when known companies represent the addressable universe.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for design the market map should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

22. Create a search protocol

Specify sources, terms, geographies, ownership types and refresh frequency.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
repeatable search protocol.

The principal failure occurs when opportunistic introductions produce representative sourcing.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for create a search protocol should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

23. Score targets transparently

Use weighted evidence with non-compensable gates and confidence levels.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a target
scorecard.

The principal failure occurs when one composite score can offset a fatal criterion failure.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for score targets transparently should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

24. Calibrate evidence quality

Rank audited, contractual, observed, management and third-party evidence.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
evidence hierarchy.

The principal failure occurs when all data-room information carries equal weight. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for calibrate evidence quality should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 3. Evidence hierarchy

contractual high threshold test
observed high operating proof
audited high financial baseline
management conditional hypothesis

Hllustrative analytical design, company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.
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Figure 3. Target confidence
FIGURE 3. TARGET CONFIDENCE
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25. Test strategic adjacency

Measure customer, channel, capability, geography and business-model distance.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
adjacency-distance model.

The principal failure occurs when adjacency language establishes integration feasibility.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test strategic adjacency should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

26. Test management bandwidth

Assess leadership capacity, concurrent programmes, integration resources and decision rights.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
bandwidth gate.
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The principal failure occurs when a compelling target creates organisational capacity. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test management bandwidth should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

27. Test capital capacity

Model acquisition funding, leverage, covenants, liquidity, ratings and competing uses.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
capital-capacity model.

The principal failure occurs when purchase price is the full capital requirement. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test capital capacity should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

28. Test value resilience

Stress growth, margin, retention, synergy timing, integration cost and financing.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
value-at-risk matrix.

The principal failure occurs when the base case proves the thesis. Reviewers should connect the
evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching
behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from
observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test value resilience should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.
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29. Design falsification tests

Specify evidence that would disprove each value and risk hypothesis.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
hypothesis test register.

The principal failure occurs when diligence seeks confirmation of the preferred narrative.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for design falsification tests should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

30. Use pre-mortem analysis

Describe credible ways the transaction destroys value and how they would become visible.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
transaction pre-mortem.

The principal failure occurs when failure analysis weakens deal conviction. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for use pre-mortem analysis should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

31. Set sourcing gates

Require minimum strategic, financial, risk and evidence thresholds before outreach.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a sourcing
authorisation gate.
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The principal failure occurs when market contact precedes internal alignment. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set sourcing gates should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

32. Set engagement tiers

Differentiate monitor, relationship, preliminary approach, diligence and executable priority.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
engagement ladder.

The principal failure occurs when every mapped target receives equal effort. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set engagement tiers should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

Table 4. Deal gates

map strategic fit boundary failure
approach ownership advantage better alternative
diligence thesis evidence failed test

offer value resilience price above limit

[llustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.
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Figure 4. Momentum controls
FIGURE 4. MOMENTUM CONTROLS
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Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

33. Control deal momentum

Revalidate the thesis at indication, access, offer, exclusivity and signing.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
momentum-control calendar.

The principal failure occurs when sunk effort increases strategic merit. Reviewers should connect
the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching
behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from
observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for control deal momentum should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

34. Assign decision rights

Define board, executive, corporate development, business, finance, risk and adviser authority.
The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,

exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
decision-rights matrix.
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The principal failure occurs when consensus emerges without explicit ownership. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for assign decision rights should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

35. Link diligence to criteria

Map every workstream question to a thesis, threshold, value driver or exclusion.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
thesis-led diligence plan.

The principal failure occurs when generic diligence establishes strategic validity. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for link diligence to criteria should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

36. Link integration to value

Translate criteria into day-one, hundred-day and value-capture requirements.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
integration thesis.

The principal failure occurs when integration begins after signing. Reviewers should connect the
evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability, switching
behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection from
observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for link integration to value should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

37. Maintain the thesis record

Version assumptions, evidence, scores, decisions and exceptions.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
controlled thesis file.

The principal failure occurs when the deal rationale remains clear through informal discussion.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for maintain the thesis record should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

38. Design portfolio feedback

Compare realised value with original hypotheses and update criteria.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a learning
loop.

The principal failure occurs when completed deals teach without structured review. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for design portfolio feedback should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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39. Report to the board

Show counterfactual, alternatives, criteria, evidence confidence, value range and break
conditions.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
acquisition thesis board pack.

The principal failure occurs when a target ranking is sufficient governance. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for report to the board should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

40. Close through evidence gates

Authorise target pursuit only when value, ownership advantage, alternatives, risks and walk-away
conditions are explicit.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a thesis
approval certificate.

The principal failure occurs when deal momentum substitutes for a falsifiable thesis. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for close through evidence gates should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 5. Board certificate

Gate Minimum evidence Owner

strategy defined problem chief executive
value approved bridge finance

risk red-line screen risk
execution funded plan business sponsor
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Figure 5. Decision readiness
FIGURE 5. DECISION READINESS
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