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Abstract
Buyers rarely retrade because an EBITDA headline lacks confidence alone. Retrades emerge when
the number cannot be reconstructed from source evidence, definitions change between periods,
revenue quality deteriorates under testing, adjustments lack recurrence or cash analysis, or reported
earnings do not convert into sustainable cash. This paper develops a pre-buyer quality-of-earnings
architecture for management teams preparing a sale. It begins with a controlled reporting perimeter
and freezes the relevant ledger, billing, payroll, CRM, bank and operational sources. Data lineage
traces material lines and adjustments from source transactions through statutory accounts,
consolidation and management reporting. Reported EBITDA remains separate from adjusted, pro
forma, run-rate, forecast, synergy and buyer-specific cases. Each adjustment records its category,
rationale, accounting basis, recurrence, cash effect, evidence, owner and approval. Non-recurring
items are tested by frequency, operating relationship, replacement cost and likelihood of repetition.
Run-rate changes require implementation and realised evidence. Owner and related-party items are
benchmarked to arm's-length economics. Revenue analysis tests contracts, performance obligations,
delivery, acceptance, billing, deferred revenue, cut-off, principal-agent presentation, variable
consideration, concentration, retention, backlog and channel economics. Cost analysis reconciles
materials, labour, hosting, fulfilment, payroll, suppliers, occupancy, leases, capitalised costs,
provisions and estimates. Working capital and capital expenditure connect EBITDA to cash and
operating capacity. Foreign-exchange, tax, financing and pension effects remain distinctly classified.
Monthly, customer and cohort analytics expose seasonality, mix and volatility. Balance-sheet
roll-forwards, ageing and bank settlement corroborate income-statement assertions. The resulting
quality-of-earnings bridge moves from controlled reported results through evidence-backed
adjustments to a sustainable earnings range. Downside tests stress price, volume, mix, churn,
utilisation, labour, input cost, credit and seasonality. Valuation analysis translates evidence into
maintainable earnings, multiple confidence, debt-like items, working-capital assumptions, structure
and protections. Vendor due diligence is scoped around independence, access, procedures, findings
and updates. A disclosure register keeps definitions, sources and periods consistent across the data
room, management presentation and buyer responses. A challenge log records evidence, concessions,
unresolved issues and transaction consequences through signing. Five figures, five tables, eight
frequently asked questions and twenty-six primary or authoritative sources support
transaction-specific review. Quantified figures are illustrative evidence indices rather than forecasts.
This framework does not provide an audit opinion, assurance conclusion, accounting determination,
valuation, tax position, legal disclosure or buyer reliance and does not replace authorised
accounting, audit, tax, valuation, legal, commercial, operational or transaction advice.

JEL Classification: G34, M41, M42, G32, D82

Keywords: quality of earnings, EBITDA, vendor due diligence, source evidence, earnings
adjustments, M&A



Chennakeshav Adya  |  Quality of Earnings before the Buyer Arrives  |  2026

1. Define the earnings question
State which historical and forward earnings measure the transaction requires and why.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
earnings-analysis charter.

The principal failure occurs when one adjusted EBITDA number can answer every buyer
question. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for define the earnings question should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

2. Set the reporting perimeter
Map entities, products, sites, geographies, channels, discontinued activities and carve-out
boundaries.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
controlled reporting perimeter.

The principal failure occurs when the legal group equals the sale perimeter. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for set the reporting perimeter should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

3. Freeze source systems
Identify ledgers, subledgers, consolidation, billing, payroll, CRM, bank and operational systems.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
source-system register.
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The principal failure occurs when the latest management workbook is sufficient source evidence.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for freeze source systems should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

4. Build the data lineage
Trace every material line and adjustment from source transaction to reported and adjusted output.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
transaction-to-earnings map.

The principal failure occurs when spreadsheet formulas provide an auditable lineage. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build the data lineage should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

5. Reconcile statutory accounts
Bridge audited or filed financial statements to ledgers, consolidation and management reporting.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a statutory
reconciliation.

The principal failure occurs when matching annual profit proves detailed reconciliation.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for reconcile statutory accounts should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

6. Reconcile management reporting
Explain mapping, allocation, eliminations, reclasses, currency and period differences.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
management-reporting bridge.

The principal failure occurs when management accounts are automatically transaction-ready.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for reconcile management reporting should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

7. Create the reported baseline
Present revenue, gross profit, operating costs, EBITDA, EBIT and cash using a consistent policy.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
controlled reported baseline.

The principal failure occurs when reported EBITDA is stable across periods and systems.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for create the reported baseline should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.
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8. Define adjustment governance
Require category, rationale, evidence, accounting treatment, recurrence, cash effect, owner and
approval.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
adjustment policy.

The principal failure occurs when management judgement alone supports an adjustment.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for define adjustment governance should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 1. Adjustment control

Field Required evidence Decision

classification accounting and facts eligible

recurrence frequency and cause normalise

cash effect payments and timing valuation impact

owner named approval controlled

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 1. Adjustment evidence strength

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.
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9. Test non-recurring items
Assess frequency, cause, operating relationship, replacement cost and likelihood of repetition.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
recurrence assessment.

The principal failure occurs when an item is exceptional because management labels it so.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test non-recurring items should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

10. Test run-rate adjustments
Verify implementation date, capacity, customer behaviour, cost, timing and realised evidence.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a run-rate
evidence bridge.

The principal failure occurs when annualising a recent month establishes a sustainable run rate.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test run-rate adjustments should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

11. Test pro forma changes
Separate completed changes from planned actions, synergies and buyer-specific choices.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a pro
forma classification map.
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The principal failure occurs when announced initiatives belong in historical adjusted EBITDA.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test pro forma changes should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

12. Test owner and related-party items
Benchmark compensation, rent, services, financing and transactions to arm's-length economics.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
related-party normalisation.

The principal failure occurs when all owner-related costs disappear after a sale. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test owner and related-party items should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

13. Test revenue recognition
Reconcile contracts, performance obligations, delivery, acceptance, billing, deferred revenue and
cash.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
revenue-recognition test.

The principal failure occurs when invoices and bookings establish earned revenue. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for test revenue recognition should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

14. Test cut-off
Trace transactions around period ends through delivery, acceptance, returns, credits and cash.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a cut-off
exception log.

The principal failure occurs when a closed ledger ensures correct period attribution. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test cut-off should state the commercial question, measurement perimeter,
historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management action, buyer
implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into the valuation
model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction protections
and board reporting.

15. Test gross versus net
Assess principal-agent terms, control, inventory risk, pricing discretion and customer promise.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a gross-net
position paper.

The principal failure occurs when gross billings always represent revenue. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test gross versus net should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

16. Test variable consideration
Evaluate rebates, refunds, service credits, penalties, returns and constraint assumptions.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
variable-consideration model.

The principal failure occurs when historical averages remove estimate risk. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test variable consideration should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 2. Revenue evidence

Risk Test Corroboration

cut-off delivery and acceptance credits and cash

gross-net principal-agent terms margin and settlement

variable consideration constraint and history subsequent outcome

concentration customer cohorts renewal and credit

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 2. Revenue quality

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

17. Test customer concentration
Connect revenue and margin to customers, contracts, cohorts, retention, renewals and credit.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
concentration and retention map.

The principal failure occurs when aggregate revenue growth proves earnings durability.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test customer concentration should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

18. Test backlog and pipeline
Separate contracted backlog, optional orders, qualified pipeline and management aspirations.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
demand-evidence bridge.

The principal failure occurs when all pipeline converts at the stated probability. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test backlog and pipeline should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

19. Test channel economics
Measure direct, reseller, marketplace, referral and distributor economics on a consistent basis.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a channel
profitability map.

The principal failure occurs when channel revenue has comparable margin and cash behaviour.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for test channel economics should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

20. Test recurring revenue
Classify contractual, repeat, usage, project and transactional revenue by renewal mechanics.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
recurring-revenue taxonomy.

The principal failure occurs when repeat purchases are recurring revenue. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test recurring revenue should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

21. Test cost of sales
Reconcile materials, labour, hosting, fulfilment, commissions, warranty and allocation.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
cost-of-sales bridge.

The principal failure occurs when gross margin definitions remain consistent across systems.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test cost of sales should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

22. Test operating expenses
Map functions, headcount, suppliers, allocations, capitalisation and timing.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
operating-cost analysis.

The principal failure occurs when expense reductions have no revenue or control consequences.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test operating expenses should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

23. Test payroll and headcount
Reconcile employees, contractors, payroll, bonuses, vacancies, commissions and restructuring.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
people-cost bridge.

The principal failure occurs when month-end headcount explains the period cost base. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test payroll and headcount should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

24. Test capitalised costs
Assess eligibility, useful life, impairment, maintenance and cash implications.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
capitalisation quality review.
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The principal failure occurs when capitalisation only changes timing and not earnings quality.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test capitalised costs should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

Table 3. Cost-quality test

Area Question Output

payroll complete and sustainable people bridge

capitalisation eligible and recoverable quality adjustment

occupancy standalone run rate normalisation

estimates bias and sensitivity risk range

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 3. Cost quality

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

25. Test leases and occupancy
Map rent, service charges, incentives, accounting, utilisation and future commitments.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
occupancy normalisation.
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The principal failure occurs when reported occupancy cost is the sustainable run rate. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test leases and occupancy should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

26. Test provisions and estimates
Challenge warranties, credit losses, inventory, returns, litigation, bonuses and other judgemental
balances.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
estimate sensitivity register.

The principal failure occurs when audited estimates contain no transaction uncertainty. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test provisions and estimates should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

27. Test working-capital linkage
Connect revenue and EBITDA changes to receivables, inventory, payables, deferred revenue and
accruals.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
earnings-to-working-capital bridge.

The principal failure occurs when higher EBITDA necessarily creates cash. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for test working-capital linkage should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

28. Test capital expenditure linkage
Separate maintenance, growth, compliance, capitalised development and capacity needs.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
EBITDA-to-capex bridge.

The principal failure occurs when EBITDA is comparable without capital intensity. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test capital expenditure linkage should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

29. Test tax and financing separation
Distinguish operating earnings from tax, interest, leases, pensions and financing-related costs.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
earnings-to-equity bridge.

The principal failure occurs when below-EBITDA items never affect enterprise value. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test tax and financing separation should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

30. Test foreign exchange
Separate transaction, translation, hedging, pricing and constant-currency effects.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
currency-effects bridge.

The principal failure occurs when reported growth and margin show underlying performance.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for test foreign exchange should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

31. Build monthly and cohort analytics
Expose seasonality, mix, volatility, customer behaviour and adjustment timing.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a monthly
cohort model.

The principal failure occurs when annual totals reveal sustainable earnings. Reviewers should
connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal probability,
switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish contractual protection
from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build monthly and cohort analytics should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

32. Run balance-sheet corroboration
Use assets, liabilities, cash, ageing and roll-forwards to test income-statement assertions.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
balance-sheet cross-check.

The principal failure occurs when income-statement reconciliation is self-corroborating.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for run balance-sheet corroboration should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

Table 4. Earnings corroboration

Lens Evidence Failure signal

balance sheet roll-forwards unexplained balances

cash bank and settlement weak conversion

working capital ageing and terms timing pull-forward

cohort retention and margin mix deterioration

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 4. Corroboration coverage

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.

33. Run cash corroboration
Trace revenue and expenses through bank receipts, payments, settlements and timing differences.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a cash
corroboration pack.

The principal failure occurs when cash conversion can be inferred from EBITDA. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for run cash corroboration should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

34. Build the quality-of-earnings bridge
Move from reported EBITDA through evidenced adjustments to a clearly labelled outcome.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
source-controlled QoE bridge.

The principal failure occurs when a long adjustment list demonstrates analytical depth. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for build the quality-of-earnings bridge should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

35. Separate fact from forecast
Label historical, pro forma, run-rate, forecast, synergy and buyer-case information distinctly.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
information-basis legend.

The principal failure occurs when one presentation can blend categories if assumptions are
disclosed. Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash
conversion, renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value;
distinguish contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the
conclusion survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for separate fact from forecast should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

36. Stress sustainability
Test price, volume, mix, churn, utilisation, labour, input cost, credit and seasonality.
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The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
sustainable-earnings range.

The principal failure occurs when the latest run rate survives plausible downside cases. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for stress sustainability should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

37. Connect QoE to valuation
Translate evidence into maintainable earnings, multiple selection, debt-like items and cash
conversion.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
valuation consequence map.

The principal failure occurs when every accepted adjustment increases price one-for-one.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for connect qoe to valuation should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

38. Prepare vendor due diligence
Define scope, independence, access, materiality, procedures, findings and update protocol.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a VDD
workplan.
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The principal failure occurs when a vendor report removes buyer verification needs. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for prepare vendor due diligence should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

39. Control disclosure and updates
Maintain source, version, period, definition, approval and consistency across the data room and
presentations.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is an
earnings disclosure register.

The principal failure occurs when a disclaimer cures inconsistent earnings claims. Reviewers
should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion, renewal
probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.

The decision pack for control disclosure and updates should state the commercial question,
measurement perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity,
management action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions
should flow into the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process
narrative, transaction protections and board reporting.

40. Govern buyer challenge
Log questions, evidence, concessions, unresolved issues, price implications and protections
through signing.

The controlled record should identify the relevant customer, revenue stream, contract, cohort,
relationship owner, commercial dependency, evidence source, baseline, trend, scenario, control,
exception, accountable executive, deadline and approval. The immediate deliverable is a
buyer-challenge decision log.

The principal failure occurs when defending the headline number is the objective of QoE.
Reviewers should connect the evidence to revenue durability, gross margin, cash conversion,
renewal probability, switching behaviour, counterparty credit and transaction value; distinguish
contractual protection from observed customer behaviour; and test whether the conclusion
survives a downside scenario.
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The decision pack for govern buyer challenge should state the commercial question, measurement
perimeter, historical evidence, customer-specific facts, forecast logic, sensitivity, management
action, buyer implication, residual uncertainty and next gate. Material exceptions should flow into
the valuation model, quality-of-earnings work, diligence room, sale-process narrative, transaction
protections and board reporting.

Table 5. Buyer-ready QoE certificate

Gate Required proof Transaction use

reported ledger reconciliation baseline

adjusted source evidence maintainable range

cash working capital and capex conversion

control version and response log buyer reliance

Illustrative analytical design; company-specific evidence and professional advice govern.

Figure 5. Sustainable earnings confidence

Values are illustrative evidence indices and require company-specific support.
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